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remember that the pharynx is surrounded by three
constrictor muscles, each of which may be compared to
a loop with a fixed point of attachment. The first and
inferior constrictor has its origin in the larynx, the
middle one in the hyoid bone, and they both spread out
backwards to such an extent as to entirely cover the
sides and back of the portion of the pharynx bordered by
the larynx and the oral cavity ; they are thus peculiarly
well adapted to produce a contraction of that portion of
the larynx through which the food passes in the act of
swallowing, in which consequently they play an important
part. The action of the superior constrictor is different.
It arises from the posterior margin of the internal
pterygoid plate, therefore at the side of the posterior
nares, and also from the inner surface of the inferior
maxillary bone under the last molar teeth. Between
these two points of origin a middle portion may be
observed, consisting of fibres which are an immediate
continuation of the buccinator. This superior constrictor
is very different in construction to the two others, not
expanding as it passes backwards, and so enclosing the
nasal portion of the pharynx as a band of scarcely 2 cm.
('78 inch) in width. The action should, therefore, only
affect this portion of the pharynx, which is really the
case, as it draws forwards the above-mentioned protuber-
ance of the posterior wall of the pharynx, almost upon
the same level as the base of the nasal cavity, and, because
some of its fibres run upwards, at the same time draws it
downwards. It is obvious that the raised portion of the soft
palate must, by contact with this protuberance, accomplish
the closure of the nasal cavity with great precision. "We
must not, however, forget that with such properties the
superior constrictor cannot be considered as a muscle
employed in swallowing, but as one of those which form
part of the mechanism of speech.